SAN: SOCIAL AUDIT NETWORK CONFERENCE APRIL 2011
Thank you to all who attended the SAN Conference in sunny and warm Newcastle upon Tyne.  Highlights included speakers including Laurie Russell from the Scottish Social Enterprise Coalition, Kate Welch from the Acumen Development Trust, Dr Colin Dey from the University of Stirling and Mags Vaughan from Traidcraft, stories of social accounting practice from local social economy organisations in North east England, and an expert panel discussion about the way forward for social accounting....

Feedback from those attending the Conference felt that it was well organised and managed, despite a few minor technical problems relating to the venue on the day.  All workshops were well received, particularly that about the new Guide, which had attendees scribbling Alan Kay’s every word down frantically… New and varied workshops covering topics such as social impact bonds added variety and interest. 

Presentations from the Conference and an evaluation of the event are now available to download from the SAN website - http://www.socialauditnetwork.org.uk/.

Those who stayed until the very end were lucky to hear Philip Angier’s rousing summary speech, with a rallying call to organisations thinking of introducing social accounting to their operation.

General feedback from participants included:

‘Opportunity to consider, discuss and reflect on the concepts and issues affecting SAN.’
‘Opportunity to meet others be re- inspired. Understanding the new guide and process. Q&A session very good too’
‘Time to consider all angles of topic and opportunity to discuss with experience of developing social accounting in their organisations’
‘Meeting like minded organisations and other people who are passionate about social accounting’
‘Need to challenge support one another in (continuing) to raise profile of Social Accounting nationally.’

‘A bit more accessible venue would have been good (ie fewer stairs), good to see a national conference somewhere other than London-thanks.’

Those at the Conference were also able to take advantage of discounts on the new Guide to Social Accounting and Audit.  However, bulk order discounts still apply - for more information about ordering your copy of the Guide, please click here. 

SAN also ran a ‘training the trainers’ one day course on 4th May for all those people who want to carry out training using the new Guide...  The author, Alan Kay, provided valuable insight to the Guide and its use and further training workshops and new Masterclasses also planned – see the article below about training.

The SAN AGM which followed the Conference saw the election of several new SAN Board members.  The article below lists all currently serving Board members and provides their contact details.  Short ‘pen pictures’ of all Board members will shortly available from the website.  Please note that some Board members also serve as Regional Co-ordinators, and these people should be your first contact for local information about social accounting activities, including training, in your area.

Board member Mary McGarry has taken on responsibility for Auditor quality assurance, and reminds all Auditors that their annual returns are now due.  

Once again, one of the most active regions of the UK in terms of social accounting activity is Scotland, and an article from Alan Kay describing what is going on north of the Border, can be found below.
